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Evolving, Growing, and Thriving
PHP Today
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About Me
George Buckingham

• Head of Development @ Yammayap


• Developing with PHP professionally 
for 15 years, dabbling for 20 years


• Focused on developing Laravel 
applications for past 10 years


• Outside of work you’ll find me on a 
golf course ⛳ or travelling ✈



What’s the state of PHP?
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W3 Techs suggests it’s 
pretty popular!

Source: https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/programming_language

https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/programming_language


But builtwith.com gives 
a different outlook.

Source: https://trends.builtwith.com/framework/PHP

https://trends.builtwith.com/framework/PHP


Packagist suggests the 
ecosystem is healthy.

Source: https://packagist.org/statistics

https://packagist.org/statistics


GitHub has a different 
take on it’s popularity.

Source: https://madnight.github.io/githut/#/pull_requests/2024/1

https://madnight.github.io/githut/#/pull_requests/2024/1




“Virtually every feature in PHP is 
broken somehow. The language, 
the framework, the ecosystem, are 
all just bad. And I can’t even point 
out any single damning thing, 
because the damage is so 
systemic.”

https://eev.ee/blog/2012/04/09/php-a-fractal-of-bad-design/

https://eev.ee/blog/2012/04/09/php-a-fractal-of-bad-design/








So where does the 
negative opinion & hate 

come from?



Type system

















Unexpected behaviour



https://www.php.net/manual/en/function.imagegd2.php

https://www.php.net/manual/en/function.imagegd2.php
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https://www.php.net/manual/en/class.datetimeinterface.php#datetimeinterface.constants.iso8601

https://www.php.net/manual/en/class.datetimeinterface.php#datetimeinterface.constants.iso8601


https://www.php.net/manual/en/class.datetimeinterface.php#datetimeinterface.constants.iso8601
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Let’s talk functions



•nl2br() / strtoupper() 

•strpos() / str_replace() 

•file_get_contents()  

•fopen()  

•filemtime() 



str_replace( 
$search,  
$replace,  
$subject 

) 

strpos( 
$subject, 
$search 

) 



Nobody really uses  
PHP do they?





Foundation of the web







How is PHP managed?









Community



Source: https://php.ug/

https://php.ug/


Local development





Development tools



PCOV



Infrastructure





What can you do with 
PHP?













Beyond the browser











Thanks for listening.

We’re hiring for a senior PHP developer
https://yammayap.com/jobs
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